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Synopsis

If you purchase The Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney World in ebook format, receive free monthly
updates via your device so you’ll be in the know about important changes, making your vacation
planning better than ever!Compiled and written by a team of experienced researchers whose work
has been cited by such diverse sources as USA Today and Operations Research Forum, The
Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney World digs deeper and offers more than any other guide. The
Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney World explains how Disney World works and how to use that
knowledge to make every minute and every dollar of your vacation count. With advice that is direct,
prescriptive, and detailed, it takes the guesswork out of travel by unambiguously rating and ranking
everything from hotels, restaurants, and attractions to rental car companies. With an Unofficial
Guide in hand, and authors Bob Sehlinger and Len Testa as guides, find out whatA¢a -a,¢s
available in every category, from best to worst, and use step-by-step detailed plans to help make

the most of time at Walt Disney World.
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Customer Reviews

"Indispensable"&#151;The New York Times"If you’re looking for a reliable guidebook, the leader is
the Unofficial series."&#151;The Mail (London)"A Tourist’s Best Friend!"&#151;Chicago
Sun-Times"lI've been recommending Unofficial Guides to Walt Disney World for
years."&#151;Disney Babies Blog"l would never plan a trip to WDW without an updated (current

year) copy of the Unofficial Guide. It's pages are dripping with golden strands of priceless



information: presented from all sides, giving the big picture, and allowing me to make informed
decisions about my vacation minutes and money. But the #1 reason | always choose the UG over
other guides is for the guaranteed entertainment and giggles! The wit and tongue-in-cheek humor is
so refreshing that it makes me feel like my vacation begins the moment | crack open the cover on a

fresh copy." &#151; A Knoxville, TN reader

WhatA¢a -4,¢s New and Updated in the 2015 Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney World?Planning
Before You Leave HomeUpdates to DisneyA¢a -4,¢s calendar of special events, including how
crowds will be affectedTime and MoneyTips on when Disney typically raises ticket prices, and by
how much, so you can buy tickets beforehand.Cost of MagicBands for off-site guests and those
buying tickets from third-party vendorsUpdates to DisneyA¢a —a,¢s park opening procedures.
Disney has instituted new park opening steps to slow the rush of guests to the popular Frozen Anna
and Elsa meet-and-greet in the Magic Kingdom, and slow the crowds at other parks.A step-by-step
guide to making Fastpass+ reservation, including how much time to set aside, what youA¢a -4,¢ll
need before you start, for your family and anyone traveling with you.Updated FastPass+ tips,
including understanding how FastPass+ attractions are segmented at Epcot and DisneyA¢a -4,¢s
Hollywood Studios, how to get more FastPass+ reservations once youAg¢a -a,¢re in the parks, and
why making advance FastPass+ reservations for evening parades and fireworks is frequently a bad
idea.AccommodationsUpdated benefits to staying in a Walt Disney World hotel, including earlier
access to FastPass+ reservations.Details on DisneyA¢a -4,¢s updated package cancellation
policy. When you call to make a hotel reservation, Disney will encourage you to book something
else along with the room, turning it into a &#147;package.A¢a -As But cancellation policies for
packages are very restrictive, so you need to know what to watch out for.Tips on how to use our
websiteA¢a —-4,¢s new Hotel Room Views feature, which shows you the view youA¢a -4,¢ll get
from every hotel room in Walt Disney World.A new analysis of the Disney Dining Plan, including
how much each component of the plan costs for your stay. With this information, youA¢a -a,¢ll be
able to see whether the dining plan makes sense for your family.A review of the fabulous new
Cabana Bay Resort at Universal OrlandoPreview of the new Four Seasons Resort Orlando, and
where to sell your vital organs to pay for your stay.The Disney Cruise LineCoverage of

DCLAg¢a -a,¢s new 2015 itineraries, including Northern Europe and Hawaii.Updated
recommendations on the best cruise itinerary for your first cruise.All the details on the Disney
MagicA¢a —4,¢s late 2013 refurbishment, including childrenA¢a -a,¢s areas, water play areas and

AquaDunk water slide, restaurants, and nightclubs.A review of the MagicA¢a -4a,¢s new



CariocaA¢a —-4,¢s restaurant, with an impassioned plea to order the Slow-Roasted Pork Belly.
YouA¢a -4,¢ll thank us later.DiningReview of the new AntojitoA¢a -4,¢s Mexican restaurant at
Universal Orlando. Besides tasty tapas, they give out custom-painted luchador masks Wednesday
through Sunday!Details on Universal OrlandoA¢a -a,¢s new Bread Box, Cowfish, Red Oven Pizza
Bakery, Vivo ltalian Kitchen, and Hot Dog Hall of Fame restaurants.A new review of

EpcotA¢a -a,¢s Spice Road Table restaurant in Morocco.Details on EpcotA¢a -4,¢s new Fountain
View restaurant, essentially a Starbucks outpost in the park.Completely updated reader ratings for
all Walt Disney World counter-service restaurants.Completely updated reader rankings for more
than 100 Disney sit-down restaurants.The Magic KingdomHow to best use FastPass+ at the Magic
Kingdom, including the 5 rides which need FastPass+ most often, the rides which never need
FastPass+, and why. Where to find the in-park FastPass+ kiosks to make reservations.A review of
the new Tinkerbelle meet-and-greet on Main Street, along with the best times to go.Updated
reviews of the Princess Fairytale Hall meet-and-greets, including the new Frozen-themed
opportunity with Anna and Elsa.Touring tips for seeing the new Seven Dwarfs Mine Train in
Fantasyland.A review of the new Festival of Fantasy afternoon parade, including where to stand to
get the best views.All new Jim Hill stories about the Magic KingdomEpcotHow to best use
FastPass+ at Epcot, including the 5 rides which need FastPass+ most often, the rides which never
need FastPass+, and why.A list of all Epcot attractions with FastPass+, including EpcotA¢a -a,¢s
&#147;tieredA¢a -A- FastPass rules and how to work those rules to your advantage.Where to find
the in-park FastPass+ kiosks to make reservations.New review of the Epcot Character Spot,
including the characters typically available and the best time to go.All new Jim Hill stories about
Epcot.Animal KingdomUpdates on construction at the Animal Kingdom for the 2017 opening of an
Avatar-themed land.Updated information on the Animal KingdomA¢a -4,¢s park opening
procedures, including which attractions may open early. Get a jump on the crowds by knowing
which rides open first.A full review of the great new Wilderness Explorers scavenger hunt game at
the Animal Kingdom.Details on the new Harambe Nights seasonal after-hours event.How to best
use FastPass+ at the Animal Kingdom, including the 4 rides which need FastPass+ most often, the
rides which never need FastPass+, and why.A list of all Animal Kingdom attractions with FastPass+,
including EpcotA¢a -4,¢s &#147;tieredA¢a —A« FastPass rules and how to work those rules to
your advantage.Where to find the in-park FastPass+ kiosks to make reservations.A review of the
new Winged Encounters macaw show on Discovery Island.Updated touring tips for Festival of the
Lion King, now that it has moved to Africa.All new Jim Hill stories about the Animal

Kingdom.DisneyA¢a -a,¢s Hollywood StudiosHow to best use FastPass+ at Hollywood Studios,



including the 3 rides that need FastPass+ most often, and the rides and shows which never need
FastPass+.Why using FastPass+ for Fantasmic! may not be a good idea, and what else to do to
ensure you see the show without long waits in line.A list of all Hollywood Studios attractions with
FastPass+, including the StudiosA¢a —-4,¢ &#147;tieredA¢a -A- FastPass rules and how to work
those rules to your advantage.Where to find the in-park FastPass+ kiosks to make reservations.A
review of the American Film Institute Showcase, part of the Backlot Tour post-show.News on the
January 2015 closing of The American Idol Experience.All new Jim Hill stories about Hollywood
Studios.Universal Orlando ResortComparison of Universal versus Disney admission prices.How
Universal Express Pass will work with the new Harry Potter-themed Diagon Alley at Universal
Studios.Islands of AdventureReview of the new Hogwarts Express at Hogsmeade Station, including
when to go for the shortest waits.An updated one-day touring plan.Jim Hill stories about IOA
attractions.Universal Studios Florida11 pages of new material on Diagon Alley, including a full
review of the new Escape from GringottA¢a -4,¢s roller coaster &#150; we were one of the first to
ride it.A full review of the new Hogwarts Express train with touring tips on how to ride both sides with
minimal waits.New review of Ollivanders wand shop, plus details on the new interactive wands and
windows throughout the Wizarding Worlds.What youA¢a -4,¢ll find in the shopping sections of
Diagon Alley, from WeasleyA¢a -4,¢s Wizard Wheezes, to WiseacreA¢a -a,¢s Wizarding
Equipment, Madam MalkinA¢a -4,¢s Robes for All Occasions, Magical Menagerie,
ShutterbuttonA¢a -a,¢s, Quality Quidditch Supplies, to Scribbilus, Borgin and Burkes, and
more.Dining coverage of the Leaky Cauldron, Florean FortescueA¢a -4,¢s Ice Cream Parlor, The
Hopping Pot, and Fountain of Fair Fortune.Updated review of the revised BeetlejuiceA¢a -4,¢s
Graveyard Mash-Up show.Update coverage of in-park dining, including Springfield USAA¢a -4,¢s
Fast Food Boulevard, the Bumblebee ManA¢a -4,¢s Taco Truck, and Lard Lad Donuts.Coverage
of the Universal Dining Plan, including how it works and where it can (and cannot) be used.An
updated one-day touring plan with specific recommendations for how to see Diagon Alley.Jim Hill
stories about Diagon Alley.Water ParksUpdates to height requirements at Typhoon Lagoon and
ticket prices at Aquatica, including where to find discounts on Aquatica tickets.Beyond the
ParksMore information on the ongoing conversion of Downtown Disney to the Disney Springs dining
and retail destination.How to see the Orlando City Soccer Club, OrlandoA¢a -4,¢s MLS soccer
team, who play at DisneyA¢a -4,¢s Wide World of Sports complex.An entirely updated section on
DisneyQuest, including where to find discounted tickets, what to see, and what to avoid.New
information on the modernized Palm gold course in Walt Disney World.A review of the Universal

Hollywood Drive-In mini-golf course.Details on the new Food Truck Park at Downtown Disney, with



trucks serving everything from Indian cuisine, to meatball sandwiches, to corn dogs, lobster rolls,

and pierogies.

The Unofficial Guide folks totally get it! | purchased their guide to Disneyland in the past and learned
so much amazing info! | actually didn’t follow the touring plans and just created my own plan based
on their information. It worked like a charm until Disney changed their Fastpass system and took all
the fun and efficiency out of my plan. My dad, brother and | planned a trip to DisneyWorld last
Christmas and we used this guide to make some of our plans. | also used it to choose restaurants
and attractions to visit. I'm certain that the information in this guide saved us time and money. As we
were out wandering around the parks, | just kept thinking "if you came here for the first time with
zero knowledge of how things work, you'd spend SO much time in line and waste so much time on
everything really." There is a ton of info in this book, so much that | didn’t have time to read it all
before we went, but since we were already familiar with Disney and my dad read a lot of it too, we
were good to go! | will definitely buy the new version next time | go...Disney changes things so often
that you need the updates! | highly recommend this book to anyone planning a trip to DisneyWorld,

especially if you're going for the first time.

You must get this book if you are planning a visit to Disney World. | have used The Unofficial Guide
to Walt Disney World for each visit over many years, and | have never waited in line for any
attraction longer than a half hour even during peak weeks. Follow their touring plans and your
vacation will be made of memories of your favorite rides and shows, not how many hours you
waited in line. The book is funny and informative and worth the time to read it cover to cover. They
didn’t pay me to write this, but | did write a review of Mission Space that they published (I'm the
Woman from Lisbon, CT). Bob Sehlinger, I'm ready to be your senior on the ground at Disney if you

need me!

| wouldn’t go to "Disney World" without this book. Having said that, | didn’t read all of it until half way
through the vacation. It could have easily saved me $700 plus. The tips on Fast Pass and planning
each day were very helpful. Only once during a 9 day stay did we wait in line for more than 30

minutes. Most of the time we waited less than 10 minutes.

excellent source of info for anyone venturing to Orlando and its parks; had a previous issue but this

is updated; has real reviews and comments from both the authors and mom & pop people that have



been there, stayed in the hotels, gone to the parks and also used info from the book; living in FL and
going to Orlando a few times a year, we wouldn’t use any other source of information; they rate

hotels (including Disney’s) on things like quietness, suitability for families/singles/couples, restaurant
food/quality, times for transportation to get to the parks vs. the visitor driving themselves, etc. cannot

recommend enough.

This was my 5th trip to Disney & using this book as a resource. We love this book. | have shared
these guides & recommended it to many people as a great starting point to planning a Disney
vacation. The vast amount of information can seem overwhelming, | recommend reading just the
chapters you need, as you need them to plan your vacation. There are so many, facets to planning
a fun, busy Disney vacation & this book really addresses them all.The reviews & information about
the attractions are very helpful & informative. Although Walt Disney World is for children, there are
attractions & rides that are not for the very young even if they meet the height requirements. This
book helps explain the scare factor & appeal to a broad range of ages. Through the years | have
used this guide to steer my children on the right attractions at the right ages so now they will ride
everything & anything with little or no fear/apprehension. It always saddens me to hear & see kids at
Disney who were put on a ride because it was "Disney" only to be freaked out & scream & cry the
whole time. For attraction information, | highly recommend this bookThe recommended touring
plans are invaluable! We have truly spent very little time in line & have enjoyed so many attractions
at Disney because we had a TOURING plan. | always enjoy reading the book because it is written in
a humorous manner.l used the website & downloaded the corresponding app. With this guide you
can access "member-only"aspects to the website & app. They are was worth the price of the book!
The app was fabulous! It really helped us adjust our touring plan on the fly.l will be using this book
as a beginning point to plan our Universal Studios vacation for Fall 2014 & updating my subscription

to the app too.

Cuts your wait times by 45 minutes to an hour. Fun to plan your trip and read the hilarious

descriptions of rides and the crazy people who do crazy things to ride them.
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